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PUBLIC    HEARING 

OAK   SQUARE   SCHOOL,    36   NONANTUM   STREET,    BRIGHTON 

BOSTON    LANDMARKS   COMMISSION 


HELD  AT:      BRA   BOARD   -   9th    Floor 
BOSt6'^    CITY    HALL 


DATE:      MARCH    13,    1979  -  4:30   P.M. 


THE   PUBLIC    HEARING  WAS   CALLED   TO   ORDER    BY   CHAIRPERSON    PAULINE   HARRELL 
AT  4:45   P.M. 

Ms.    Harreli  opened  the  Hearing  on  the  Oak  Square  School,    35  Nonantum 
Street,    Brighton  and  asked  Marcia  Myers  to  read  the  NOTICE  OF   PUBLIC 
HEARING   DATED   February  20,    1979,    into  the   record. 

M.    MYERS: 

"NOTICE   OF   PUBLIC    HEARING: 

The  Boston   Landmarks  Commission  will   hold  a  public  hearing  on 
Tuesday,   March  13,    1979,   concerning  the  designation  of  the  Oak  Square 
School,    35   Nonantum  Street,    Brighton,    Massachusetts,    as  a   Landmark 
according  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  1975. 
The  hearing  will   be  held  at  4:30  P.M.    in  the  BRA   Board   Room,   9th 
Floor,    City   Hall.      A   report  on  the  proposed  designation   is  available 
at  the  offices  of  the  Landmarks  Commission,    Room  944,    City   Hall,   or 
at  the  Brighton-Allston   Branch   Libraries. 

MARCIA   MYERS 
EXECUTIVE   DIRECTOR" 

CHAIR: 

The  purpose  of  the  hearing  of  the  potential   designations  is  to  present 

the  findings  of  the  Study   Report  to  hear  testimony  from  interested 

persons  and  to  acquire  information   which   will   help  the   Landmarks  Commission 

in  making   its  decision.      Marcia  would   you   read  the  definitions  and 

criteria  for   Landmarks. 

M.    MYERS: 

First,    I   will   read  the  definition  of   Landmark  as  found   in   Chapter  772  of 
the  Acts  of  1975:      "Landmark,   any  physical  feature  or  improvement 
designated   by  the  Commission   in  accordance  with  Section   Four  of  the 
statute  as  a  physical  feature  or  improvement  which   in  whole  or  in   part 
has  historical,    social,   cultural,   architectural  or  aesthetic  significance 
to  the  city  and  the  Commonwealth,   the  New   England   region  or  the  nation. 
And  Section   Four  further  goes  on  to  describe  the  criteria  under  which 
the  Commission  may  designate  a   Landmark. 

I   will   now  read   briefly  from  the  Study   Report  on  the  Oak  Square  School. 
"The  Oak  Square  School,   a  two-room  schoolhouse  with  two-room   rear 
addition,    is  the  last  remaining  wooden   schoolhouse  in   Boston,   and 
built  from  the  design  of   Edmund  March  Wheelwright,   the  prominent 
Boston  city  architect  from  1891   to  1895. 

"The  main   building,   dating  from  1894,    is  a  yellow  clapboard   Georgian 
Revival   style  structure,    with  colonnaded   portico  and  cupola.      The 
1923  addition  matches  the  material  of  the  original,    but  without 
using  the  classic  detail  or  the  scale. 


"Besides  being  the  last,   elaborate  example  of  a  building  type  no 
longer  used,   the  school   is  significant  as  the  work  of  Wheelwright, 
who  as  city  architect,    set  a  new  standard  of  excellence  in  American 
municipal   architecture. 

"Wheelwright  established   his  own  firm  after  leaving  the  employment 
of  the  city,   and  designed  such  structures  as   Horticultural   Hall 
(which   is  on  the  National    Register),   Jordan   Hall   (which   has   recently 
been   nominated  to  the  National    Register)  and  the  New   England 
Conservatory  of  Music,   the  Massachusetts   Historical   Society   Building, 
and  the  Longfellow  Bridge  from   Boston  to  Cambridge." 

The  staff  recommends  that  the  Oak  Square  School   be  designated  as  a 
Landmark  under  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  1975. 

The  Chairperson  then  went  on  to  explain  the  rules  under  which  this 
Public  Hearing   is  conducted;    asking  that  all   who  were  going  to  speak 
please  limit  their  statements  to  five  minutes  or  less;    speak  at  the 
microphone;    identify  himself,   etc.      One  spokesman   should   represent  each 
group.      Written  testimony  may  be  submitted   until    Friday,    March   16,    1979 
at  5:00  P.M. 

There  were  no  counsels  who  wished  to  be  recorded. 

ELECTED  OFFICIALS  WHO  WISH   TO  TESTIFY    IN   SUPPORT: 

City  Councillor  Albert  L.    O'Neil,    4354  Washington  Street,    Roslindale, 
spoke  enthusiastically  in   support  of  the  designation,    calling  attention 
to  the  large  number  of  people  who  had  taken  time  from  work  to  be  present 
to  urge  designation  of  this  wooden  schoolhouse;   the  only  wooden  school- 
house  still   standing.      With   all  of  the  new  construction   in  the  city,    it 
is  desirable  to  have  this   beautiful  old   schoolhouse  preserved. 

EXECUTIVE   DIRECTORS   OF   REVIEWING   AGENCIES: 

Marcia  Myers   read  a   letter  from   Patricia   L.   Weslowski,   State   Historic 
Preservation  Officer  and   Executive  Director  of  the  Massachusetts   Historical 
Commission  as  follows: 

Dear  Ms.    Myers: 

Thank  you  for  allowing  the  Massachusetts   Historical   Commission  the 
opportunity  to  comment  on  the  proposed   Landmark  designation  of  the 
Oak  Square  School,    Nonantum  Street,    Brighton. 

The  School   has  considerable  architectural  and  historical   significance 
as  one  of  the  last  and  most  elaborate  examples  of  the  small   nineteenth 
century  frame  schoolhouse  in   Boston,    and  as  a   representative  example 
of  a  well-known   Boston   architect's  work  (Edmund  March  Wheelwright). 


The  Massachusetts   Historical   Commission   staff  recommends  that  the 
Oak  Square  School   be  designated  as  a   Boston   Landmark.      The  staff 
also  recommends  that  the  school,    in   addition  to  other  individual 
properties  and   potential   districts  identified   in  the  Allston/Brighton 
survey,    be  submitted  for  National   Register  consideration. 

USER   OF  THE   BUILDING: 

Ms.    Ellen  Murray,    Principal  of  the  Oak  Square  School,    spoke  in   support 
of  preservation  of  this  building  for  herself,   on   behalf  of  the  parents, 
the  faculty  and  the  children  who  attend  the  school,   and  the  community. 

ABUTTORS  OF  SCHOOL: 

Mr.   Michael   Parsons,   who  lives  at  55  Nonantum  Street,   4  houses  away  from 
the  school,    spoke  in  favor  of  designation;    it  has  tremendous  historical 
significance  as  the  only  wooden  school   in  the  Boston   Public  School 
System.      Norman  S.   Weinberg,   who  had   been  a   Representative  in  the  State 
Legislature  for  the  Allston/Brighton   District  for  26  years,    spoke  glowingly 
about  this   unique  area  and  the  very  unique  type  of  wooden  architecture 
of  the  Oak  Square  School. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF    INTEREST   GROUPS  OR    LOCAL  ORGANIZATIONS: 

William  Marcione,    President  of  the   Brighton   Historical   Society,    read  a 

statement  which  will   be  submitted  as  part  of  the  record.      He  resides  at 

38   Kenrick  Street,    Brighton.      In   submitting  the  petition  for  designation, 

the  Brighton   Historical   Society  was  not  acting   alone;   this  designation 

has  the  support  of  all   the  community  groups  in   Allston/Brighton.      Hundreds 

of  residents   have  affixed  their  signatures  to  a  petition   in  favor  of 

this  designation   (which   is  attached  to  this  transcript). 

He  endorses  the  Boston   Landmarks  Commission   recommendations.      Brighton 
has   lost  many  beautiful   old   buildings  through   poor  planning,   demolition; 
and  also  fires.      A  vacant  building   invites  vandalism  and  destruction. 
The  Brighton   Historical   Society  is  engaging   in   public  education  of  the 
community  to  preserve  its  historical   buildings.      Mr.   Marcione  commented 
on  the  Boston   Landmarks  Commission's  survey  of  Allston/Brighton  as 
stimulating  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  community.      The  School 
Department  has  been  trying  for  years  to  close  this  school.      The  property 
is  located  on  a  major  thoroughfare  which  makes  it  vulnerable.      Community 
is  concerned  that  it  may  be  destroyed  and  a  fast  food  chain  erected   in 
its  place  which  has  occurred  in  this  Allston/Brighton  in  the  past.      He 
feels  that  the  BRA  can   "save  its  life";   that  the  best  use  for  the  building 
would  be  to  continue  it  as  a  school,   but  is  confident  that  another 
suitable  use  could  be  found. 

Joseph  M.    Smith,    70  Athol   Street,    Allston,    Chairman  of  allston   Civic 
Association,    and   past  president  of  the  Brighton   Historical   Society, 
complimented  the  Commission  on   its  work,    "as  one  who  had  worked   hard  and 
testified   before  the  City  Council   to  establish  the   BLC". 


He  is  very  much   in   support  of  the  designation  and   urges  that  the  Boston 
Landmarks  Commission   act  as  quickly  as   possible  so  the  building   is  not 
lost.      There  have  been  five  generations  of  his  family   living   in  the 
area,   and  he  expects  there  will   be  many  more. 

Marcia  Myers  then   read   a   letter  from  Ms.   Mary   E.    McCusker,    President  of 
the  Washington   Hill   Civic  Association   in   Brighton,    in   support  of  desig- 
nation,  which  is  attached. 

A   letter  from  Mr.    Rupert  A.M.    Davis,   Member  of  the  Board  of  the  City 
Conservation   League,    expressing  the   League's  support  of  designation  was 
also  read  into  the  record  and   is  attached. 

The  Chairperson  then  asked  for  expert  testimony  or  professional   opinions; 
none  were  given. 

Ms.    Ann  Muenster,   Manager  of  the  Allston/Brighton   Little  City  Hall, 
spoke  of  the  enthusiastic  support  for  designation  of  this  school   in  the 
community,   and  feels  the  Oak  Square  School   should   be  preserved,    regardless 
of  whether  or  not  it  is  continued  to  be  used  as  a  school. 

There  was  no  one  present  in  any  category  who  wished  to  speak  against  the 
designation.      Support  was  unanimous.      The  Chairwoman  commented  on  the 
overwhelmingly  enthusiastic  support  shown  for  the  school,   and  explained 
again  that  those  either  in  support  or  against  designation   had   until 
Friday,   March   16th   at  5:00   P.M.    to  submit  written  documentation.      The 
next  Commission  meeting   is  Tuesday,   March  27,    1979,   at  4:30  P.M.    in  the 
BRA   Board    Room,   and  this   is  the  very  earliest  date  that  the  Commission 
can  vote  on  designation  of  the  Oak  Square  School. 

Hearing  was  closed   at  5:20   P.M.    and  a  five-minute  recess  was  taken. 

Respectfully  submitte 


T.    M.    Gannon 
Administrative  Assistant 
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March  13,  1979 


Ms.  Marcia  Nty'ers 

Executive  Director 

Boston  Landmarks  Commission 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02201 


Dear  Ms.  Myers: 

Thank  you  for  allowing  1±e  Nhssachusetts  Historical  Commission  the 
opportunity  to  comment  on  the  proposed  Landmark  designation  of  the 
Oak  Square  School,  Nonanti:m  Street,  Brighton. 

The  School  has  considerable  architectural  and  historical  significance 
as  one  of  the  last  and  most  elaborate  examples  of  the  small  nineteenth 
century  frame  schoolhouse  in  Boston,  and  as  a  representative  example 
of  a  well-known  Boston  architect's  work  (Edmund  I^larch  l\'heel\>rright) . 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  staff  recommends  that  the 
Oak  Square  School  be  designated  as  a  Boston  Landmark.  The  staff 
also  recommends  that  the  school,  in  addition  to  other  individual 
properties  and  potential  districts  identified  in  the  Allston/Brighton 
survey, be  sii)mitted  for  National  Register  consideration. 


Sincerely  yours, 

•P  ^  -■  ■  ■ 
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Patricia  L.  Weslowski 

State  Historic  Preservation  Officer 

Executive  Director 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
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STATEMENT  OF  WILLIAM  P.  MARCHIONE,  PRESIDENT,  BRIGHTON  HISTORICAL  SOCIETT, 
ON  THE  PROPOSED  LANDMAHES  DESIGNATION  OF  THE  OAK  SQUARE  SCHOOL 

March  13,   1979  RECEIVED 

MAR  1  6  1979 


The  Brighton  fflstorical  Society  endorses  the  Boston  landmarks  Conimission's 
study  report  recainnendation  that  the  Oak  Sqtiare  School  be  designated  a  city  land- 
nark. 

The  bases  for  such  a  designation  are  ample.  liie  Oak  Sqxiare  School  is  both 
the  last  wooden  schodhouse  in  the  City,  and  a  unique  example  of  the  work  of  an 
eminent  American  architect. 

Bteand  l&rch  Wheelwright,  designer  of  Boston's  Horticultural  Hall,  the  Long- 
fellow Bridge,  and  numerous  other  outstanding  structures,  created  in  the  Oak  Square 
School  a  building  that  reflects  both  a  eommitment  to  quality  construction  and  a 
belief  that  a  beautiful  building  can  be  an  asset  in  the  education  of  young  people. 

We  heartily  concur  with  the  conclusion  of  your  study  comnittee  that  the  Oak 
Square  School  has  more  than  local  interest— that  it  is  a  Tinique  structure  with  a 
significance  that  extends  far  beyond  our  boundaries. 

Ctae  aspect  of  the  report,  hcwever,  warrants  amplification— the  portion  rela- 
ting to  current  planning  issues. 

Over  the  past  ten  years,  the  Alls  ton-Bright  on  ccamminity  has  lost  a  succession 
of  architectural! y  distinguished  buildings:  the  Victorian  Gothic  Holton  Library,  the 
work  of  an  important  native  architect,  George  Fuller,  was  the  first  to  go,  followed 
at  an  accelerating  pace  by  the  1776  House,  the  old  Brighton  Town  Hall,  the  Washing- 
ton Allston  School,  and  most  recently,  the  Learned  Mansion,  a  Greek  Revival  struc- 
ture that  the  Cornnission's  own  inventory  team  cited  as  a  potential  landmark  as  rec- 
ently as  last  September. 
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AXlston-Brightcsn  lost  these  btdldings  from  a  ccnibination  of  circtaastances : 
public  ignorance  and  indifference  were  factors,  as  was  timing,  and  official  insen- 
sitivity.  In  the  past  year  and  a  half,  the  Brighton  Historical  Society  has  been 
engaged  in  a  systematic  effort  to  educate  the  public  on  historic  preservation 
issues.  The  landnarks  Ccanmission's  staamer-1978  architectural  inventory  of  All- 
ston-Brighton  gave  a  powerful  impetus  to  the  campaign  to  promote  historic  pres- 
ervation consciousness  in  our  coHDianity*  Today,  there  is  more  awareness  of  the 
existence  of  significant  buildings  and  their  relationship  to  the  history  of  the 
community,  than  ever  before. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  stress  the  importance  of  the  landmark  designation  of 
the  Caik   Square  School  to  the  success  of  future  historic  preservation  efforts  in 
Allston-Brighton.  Here  we  have  an  exceptional  building,  the  work  of  a  nationally- 
known  architect,  the  last  wooden  schodhouse  in  the  City  of  Boston— but  more,  the 
hrane  of  a  hundred-fifty  year  old  Alls  ton-Brighton  institution,  a  building  that  sym- 
bolizes our  past  as  few  others  can,  the  only  building  in  the  immediate  area  that 
retains  architectural  characteristics  suggestive  of  Brighton's  19th  century  promi- 
nence, and  the  pivotal  architectural  feature  of  iHston-Brightcm's  most  stable  and 
lowest  density  neighborhood.  No  Allston-Brighton  neighborhood  has  more  to  lose  from 
the  loss  of  a  single  historic  building. 

Remember,  too,  that  there  are  veiT"  real  daxigers  confronting  the  building.  We 
are  not  asking  you  simply  to  confirm  its  pedigree.  Vfe  are  asking  you  to  save  its 
lifel  For  years  now,  the  Boston  School  Department  has  been  threatening  to  vacate 
the  building.  Ctace  vacated,  the  site  wiU  become  a  target  for  development.  Its 
location  on  a  major  thoroughfare  makes  it  extremely  vulnerable. 

Wb  are  very  much  aware  of  the  reuse  issue,  and  irfiile  we  firmly  believe  that 
the  best  possible  use  to  which  the  structtcre  can  be  put,  is  its  continued  opera- 
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tion  as  an  elementary  school,  we  are  confident  that  the  ccmmonity  could  find  an 
alternate  nse  for  the  Oak   Square  School,  should  it  be  vacated  at  scene  futttre 
point,  a  tise  that  wotild  be  consistent  with  the  standards  set  forth  in  the  COTm- 
ission  study  report* 

In  sum,  we  feel  that  landmarks  designation  for  the  Oak  Square  School  is 
warranted,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  the  buildings  architectural  importance,  and 
in  terras  of  its  relationship  to  the  ccnmranity  in  which  it  stands. 


RECEIVED 
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RECEIVED 
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City  Conservation  League         |^^tp#P|^|,|^(?f^f)f  ^l^l^t 

Box  194 

310,  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02110 


March  13th.  '79 


Ms.  Marcia  Myers,  Exec.  Dir. 
The  Boston  Landmarks  Coinmission 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Ma. 


Dear  Marcia, 

The  City  Conservation  League  wishes  to  lend  its  support 
for  the  proposed  designation  of  the  Oak  Square  school  in  Brighton  as  a 
city  landmark.  As  the  last  remaining  wooden  school  house  in  Boston, whose 
design  by  the  prominent  municipal  architect  Edmund  M.  Wheelwright  reflects 
his  ideas  concerning  the  layout  of  schools,  it  is  certainly  worthy  of 
official  preservation.  Designation  would  further  insure  that  that  the 
building's  dignified,  solid  georgian  revival  architecture  WQnld.iremain  as 
a  local  and  city  landmark.  I  remain. 


sincerely  Yours , 


A.M.  Davis 
Member  of  the  Board 
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